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The Robert Kennedy UFO Story 

Thanks to the efforts of History Channel and John Greenwald a clear picture of the 
UFO beliefs of Robert Kennedy has finally emerged. Robert, who was the Attorney 
General in his brother's administration , has often been written up in UFO tore as 
being a key student of Ufology. 

Over the years letters related to UFOs have circulated with purported Kennedy 
signatures. The letters claimed that Kennedy had anything from a slight interest in 
the subject, to one letter where Kennedy supposedly stated that he was a card­
carrying member of the Amalgamated Flying Saucers Association. 

In the summer of 2005 John Greenwald, the webmaster of www.blackvault.com (a 
web site that specializes in government documents connected to the UFO subject), visited 
the Kennedy presidential library and returned to his home in California with over two dozen 
Kennedy UFO letters. 

These letters, recovered mostly from the Kennedy Outer Space files, do indeed 
show an Interest by Robert Kennedy in the UFO story as It was being portrayed in 
the media in the mid 1960s." I am keeping myself abreast of information 

developed on this subject. ,,[ll Without exception, however, the Kennedy letters 
show a man who has concluded there is no cover-up and UFOs are not 
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extraterrestria I. 

Most of the letters were answered with a couple different form letters with small 
variations. In many cases Kennedy handwrites part or in one case the entire reply. 
This is very usual as most high-ranking government officials used secretaries or 
assistants to answer mail - especially UFO mail. 

In many of the letters Kennedy quoted astronomer Dr. Harlow Shapley at the 
Harvard Observatory that "there is a high probability that there must be other 
beings in the universe." However, Kennedy made it clear that he did not believe 
that that ET life had arrived on earth. 

\

• "From the evidence to date," Kennedy told many letter writers, "I do not believe 

that UFO phenomena are caused by vehicles of extraterrestrial origin. ,,[ii] 
Furthermore, Kennedy agreed with the material the Air Force was putting out on 
UFOs, "I have looked into the matter and do not believe that the Air Force is 
censoring any information of interest to the public of so-called 'Unidentified flying 

b . cts ,,,[iii] o Je . 

Some writers pushed Kennedy to back a congressional hearing into the 
accumulated UFO evidence. Kennedy agreed that if needed the hearing should be 
open to the public. "If it were desirable to hold congressional hearings on the 
question of unidentified flying objects, I would certainly agree that they should be 

open to the public." liY1 

Kennedy however, was skeptical of the need for any such congressional actions. 
"Based on the information available to me from NASA and the Air Force, I do not 
believe that Congressional hearings on this subject would serve a useful purpose 

at this time. ,,[Y} 

ill Robert Kennedy to Robert Barrow, October 2, 1965 

lliJ Robert Kennedy to Ralph Rankow, February 23, 1965 

Uill Robert Kennedy to Bob Barrow October 2, 1965 

ilia Kennedy to Ralph Rankow, August 15, 1965 
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W Robert Kennedy to Ralph Rankow, August 30, 1965 
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December 1, 1965 

Mr. J4rn.es M. Reed, J r . 
77 ~ayette Avenue, 
Kenmore, New York 14223 

Dear M r . Re-ed: 

Thank you £or writing to me about your 
interest in UFO•s . 

I have recoived $everal letter$ from other 
members of your group and I am keeping myself 
abreast of information developed on thh subject. 

I appreciate your thoughtfulness in wri-ting 
to me on this .-attel". 

Sim~e.rely, 

Robe:rt F. Kennedy 
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July 19 , 1965 

enator Robert F . Kenn edy 
United States Senate 
Washine ton , D. C. 

Dea r Mr . Kennedy , 

Robert E. Barrow 
4167 Cleveland Rd o 
yra cuse , New York 13215 

I have received your July 15 letter concerning the unidenti ­
fied flying object phenomena , for _which I thank you . 

You stated t hat ,from the evidence available to date, you do 
not believe that UFO phenomena are caused by vehicles of ex­
traterres t ria l origin . 

The truth i s, that there i s not enough evidence made public 
by the U. S . Ai r Force. The Air Force is censoring all im-
portant UFO information . I know that is an old story, but the 
organizat ion of which I am a member, t he National Investigations 
Committee on Aeri al Phenomena (NIC.AJl), has collected a great 
deal of evidence proving Air Force censorship. Late in 1964, 
NI C.AJl compi led a 186-page, 200,000 word, illustrated report, 
which was submitted to Congress, 11UFO EVIDENCE"). I am happy 
to report that the document , which contains many authenticated 
sightings, has brought response from many Congressmen and Sen­
ators. The overall response is one of surprise, and most of the 
Congressmen have promised their support in UFO hearings. 

Allow me to site a very recent example of Air Force cover-ups. 
Vice President Humprey wrote to the Air Force on behalf of a 
U. S . citizen , and reques ted to lmow how many UFO sightings re­
main unidentified in AF files. He promptly received a letter 
with the answer. He (Mr. Humphrey) immediately passed the let­
ter on to the citizen, gutie unaware that the answer was un­
true ! The letter Mr. Humphrey received from the AJ!f Congression­
al Inquiry Division was that all sightings had been identified. 
But , at this very same time, the Ai r Force had released its an­
nual Pro j ect Bluebook report, which stated that 663 sightings 
are still unidentified ! To mislead the Vice President seems un­
wi se . 

I have a copy of an Air Force document which has recently been 
cl ass ified . This document , Air Force Regul a tiou 200-2, is the 
off i cia l order f or reporting UFO sightings . Why is this docu­
ment class ified? Becaus e NICAP, in a recent i ssue of its "UFO 
I nvestigator~ sited the contradictions between AFR 200-2 and of­
fi cial Air Force cen s orship denials! I have checked my copy of 
AFR 200- 2 and have found that it does indeed contain these con-



tradictions . 

NICAP has ove 5000 mem"bers 'n all 50 states and 30 foreip:n 
count ta I has o e ated since 956 , carrying on an honest 
in estigations into th UFO phenomena----and Air Force censor­
ship 

NI AP ' s clea reco d has eained the trust of m'litary men and 
scientists all over the world . UFO reports are inv estigated by 
trained persons with open minds . NICAP disca rds almost half 
of the reports it receives , due to flaws which make the rep ort 
sketchy in information , or because the reports are obviously 
fro crackpots who hav e ov eractiv e imag inations or desire s f or 
publicit . 

NICAP main off ices are loca ted i n Washington , D. C., at 1536 
onnecticut Avenue , N. W. You may , if you wish , examine our 

files which a r e ful] of documented i nforma tion . 

In the meantime , I h ope to obt a in our "UFO EVIDEN CE" report 
for you and possibl y some other materi a l. I had int ended t o 

ite a much shorter letter , but I wanted to point ou t cer­
tain facts which , I believe , you shoul d know. 

One thing is true a bout t lm UFO subject : The USAF is censoring 
all important inf ormation on the sub ject. Air Force ~en can 
receive strict puni s hment f or dis cus s ing UFO reports in public . 
For a start , I sugg est that you obtain AFR 200-2. When you re­
ceive it , please let me know. 

fi th best wishes , 

Sim~r yours , 
• • .) ~ r~ 

Robert . Barrow 
Member, NICAP 
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R()oert Barrow 

4167 Cleveland ltd . 

Syracuse , New York 13215 

August 26 , 1965 

Sena tor Robert F. Ke:tmedy 
U • • Senate 
i1fashinr-:ton , J) . C. 

Dear Mr . Kennedy , 
I am very much interested in obt a inine; a "ill'O 
BVITI_•JNCE .1. ~po· T" for you ( published and submit­
ted to Coneress by the National I nvesti gations 
Com;1i ttee on Aerial Phenomena in l ate 1964). I 
know that t he report will help to show you the 
importance of the uni dentified fly i ng object 
phenomena and the dangers of unwarranted Ai r 
Force censorship . ....--::::=::--
However , in order to obtain a report for you , 
it is n eces Piary tha t I have a lett er from you \ 
requesting one . The report contains 186 pap:es, ,,,) 
over 200 , 000 words , and is ilJustra-. ----
I pprecia e hearing from you on your de-
sire to obtain this documented report. Thank you . 

Si ncerely yours, 

M~ 
Robert "'-~1 ow 
:rviember , 
tJational 
Coro.mi t tee 
Phenomena 

Inves tigat ions 
on Aerial 
(NICAP) 
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October 2, 1965 U fO S 

Mr . ober t E. Barrow 
4167 Clevland Road 
Syracu e New York 13215 

Dear Mr. Barrow: 

Th nk you for your letter concerning the censor­
ship of unidentified flying object infaa:mation by 
the Air Force. 

I have looked into this matter in detail and 
I do not believe that the Air Force is censoring 
any in.formation of interest to the public o• so­
called "Unidentifi.ed FlJ&ing Objects, u 

However, I will look f orward to reading an~ 
other information you may have ooncerning this 
matter . 

Sincerely1 

Robert F. llennedy 

WHP:par 

:>ap - Ul - ADI - Vd 
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October 26, 196 5 

Ml· . Charle s J . Quagliana 
141 Davison R oad 
L ockport , Ne w Yo1·k 14094 

Dear M r. Quaglianc. : 

Thank y ou for l e tting m e know of your 
concern about sightings of "unide nt ified flyin g objects " . 

I have encloee d a c opy of a r eport on this 
matter that I re c e ived from the De pa r t m ent of the 
A ir F orce. 

I m ight a dd t hat I have inve s tigated thi s 
matter in the past and conclud e d that the A ir F orce is 
n ot surpr e ss ing information on t his subject. I also. on 
the bas is of informatic:n available to date , d o not believe 
that so-called "unidentifi.e d flying objects " are from 
othe r :planets or s olar sylitems. 

I hope you will write again on mattera of 
m utual in terest . 

Sincerely. 

R obert F . Kennedy 

. I 

, 
V FD > 



Sir: 

141 Davison Road 
Lockport, New York 14094 
Au g u s t 1 7 , 1 9 6 5 

The sightings of Unidentified Flying Objects in the s outhwes tern 
United States in the past weeks brin g to mind a top ic th a t h a s been on 
my min d for the last two or three years: namely, the cencorship and hush­
hush attitude of the Department of Defense and the United States Air Force 
in r egar d to their method of explaining away all sightings by claim ing 
"illusions" and that "they were looking at st ars" and other shoddy a nd 

me aningless expl anations . Also, the Air Force might explain why pilots 
chasin g these "nonexist ant" UFO' s have more often than not never reported 
in or re t urned to their bases with somethincr besides "crashed in wild coun-
t r y 1md body not r ecove red. 11 ° 

In shor t. s ir; myself and thousands of other citizens not only in the 
St a t e of New York, but throughout t he country would convey the spiri t of 
thi s le tt er to th e Departmen t of Sefense: that the public is tired of the 
oh tu se "official" explanations of UFO 's and would like the truth. Please 
do as much as y ou c a n for us, sir. Thank you. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

WASHI N GTON 

S~P 2 7 196 

Dear Senator Kennedy : 

In your recen t referral to the Department of 
Defense you re quested a report in behalf o f Mr. Charles J. 
Quagliana relative to unidentified flying objects (UFO 1 s ). 

The Air Force does not withhold or censor any in­
f ormation on UFO's. The investigations have always been 
made available to bona f ide news representatives and 
scientific researchers. Press releases are i ssued as 
warranted, and an annual report · on the project i s avail­
able to the public. A copy o f this repor t is at ta c hed 
fo r your information. 

In 18 years o f i nvestigat ing over 9 , 000 repor t s 
of UFO's, the evidence has proved almost conclus i vely 
that reported aerial phenomena have been ob j ects either 
created and sent aloft by man, gene r ated by atmospheric 
condi tions, or cause d by celestia l bo die s or the residue 
of meteoric activity . 

The Air Fo r ce has lo st one aircraf t and pilot in 
connection with a UFO incident . Captain Mantell was 
asked t o identify a UFO while on an airc raft fer rying 
mission i n 1952 over Godman Fi eld in Kentucky. Because 
his aircra ft was not outfitted wi th the n e cessary ox ygen 
equipmen t f or a h igh alt i tude f light, Captain Mantell 
died of oxygen starvation while attempting to identify 
the objec t , and his aircraft consequently crashed . A 
copy of the Air Force eva luation of t his case is also 
attached for your further information. 



Another incident which i s o ften mis t akenly identi­
ed as a UFO case involved a n F-89 aircraft which was 

scrambled t o i ntercep t an unident ified aircraft which 
was success f ully a ccomplished and ident ified as a Dakota 
(Canadian C- 47 ). I t is presumed by the Air Fo r ce that 
the pilo t s u ffe red vertigo while returning t o hi s base 
a n d crashed i n t o Lak e Michigan . This cas e is carr i e d 
i n Ai r For ce a ircraft accident records (s ee at t ached 
resume ). 

We are pleased t o be o f service in providing you 
thi s r epor t . 

4 Atta chmen t s 

Honorable Robert F. Kennedy 

United States Senate 

2 

Sincerely, 

r e s s ion:,:,.l I1~qu :ry 

Div i s::..on _ . . c:-• __ 

Offic e (; "/ .I ic7, l s l0ti •v~ _iJ~ ;; 1 . ·J ~ 

- ......-w.._::•'~'"---'Il!!_,,:___~-~-"""----~L... ........................... J....___,,........._ ........ _............,........_......._--"----- ~ -- - ,,., 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON , D . C . 20330 

NOV 1 7 1966 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

This is in reply to your inquiry in behal f of Mr. 
Raymond G. Konley regarding unidentified flying objects 
(UFOs) . 

. Literature about UFOs written by Captain Ruppelt, 
MaJor Keyhoe and Mr. Edwards is not reviewed indorsed 

' ' sponsored, or sanctioned in any way by the Air Force. 

Air Force Regulation 200-2,'Unidentified Flying 
Objects (UFOs), (which has been superseded by Air Force 
Regulation 80-17, Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs)) 
did not order t he "shooting down of a UF0. 0 It reads, 
in part, as follows: "The UFO Program provides for the 
prompt reporting and rapid identification needed for 
successful 'identification,' which is the second of the 
f our phases of air defense -- detection, identification, 
interception, and destruction." Apparently the sentence 
has been misconstrued and the word "destruction" has 
been translated to "shoot down" UFOs. However, we point 
out that the UFO program provides only for the "identifi­
ca t ion" aspect of air defense. 

Inclosed is a copy of the news release of October 7, 
1966 regarding the selection of the University of 
Colorado to conduct independent investigations of UFO 
reports. The investigating team will be permitted to re­
lease and publish its findings. 

Contrary to Mr. Konley's belief, the Air Force has 
never attempted to cover up UFO information. The possible 
existence of extraterrestrial life within the universe 



nas n v r b een denied; however, the Air Force has no 
tang ibl proof that there is extraterrestrial life nor 
do we have any proof that UFOs are interplanetary 
space vehicles. 

A letter similar to this one is b eing sent to the 
Honorable William Proxmire, United States Senate, in 
response to his inquiry . 

It is a pleasure to be of service in clarifying the 
Air Force position regarding UFOs. 

2 Attachments 

Honorable Robert F. Kennedy 

United S t ates Senate 

2 

Sincerely, 

~&H 
JOHN E. LINGO, Colonel , USAF 
Congre ssional Inquiry D·ivisloo, 
Office, of Legislative Liaisort~ 



rr on . {o be r t F . Ke nne dy 
Un ited Stntes Sen 3tor 
'Ja sh inr:;ton , 2J . , • 

fJea r 'Tr* Lenne,.. y • 

E. 

•• , w ueg,mg otJ,1-ec r~ • 
(~. H A I n M A STR.ANGES, 

WE 8-2101 

WE 8-2102 

1~ ~ove ~ber 1966 

I 11 v 2 ,--iust conc l ~ir-; -J .. 1 brief ·cone' vit.11 our n e;.J Color Uo c u rr-,2nt-, :1 ry 
••1o t.io,1 oir·[· ,1 re -:i21 l inrr 'vi+·,'n lTn-i ,jn 1,t,i(' i :.] F'J vjn. Ubvi(1Ct:3 .. rr•~iC:! 

""'I .. ~ . • • • .. - . • • ' J, - - J J ! - I..:; .. - .: - .) • ,, 

per • or-1 H1c e t-:.ri J.s ,~v•~nino; i 011J.l conclu:..ie 011. t-:.out o" this r-·-:il• :-. 0 1. 
+,he FniteJ St~tl-;S . C:'i-1e rr~snl t::, , pubic int~res t , r:. 1·.c , h -:-.V8 br!~n 
very ~ncou1~c.::.L~F': ~.,to ::,-iy tlic l e ,_1st. 

'Th8 p~L~l:::0sc. c? :-.!,j:=; l c~tt·.er L, to 1tte ;7 pt:. to d8ter"lin ,·'hnt yo 1c per::;onal 
_..,ei:~lh1:,;'3 .:n"e .: ••; l 1t.ive to ·r.hc., U.•O subj8 ct . I }1:-1.re fo l1m-r:f,l your enti re 
poli~ic ~l ca~0er ~i~h ~ra~t interest. I hel i eve t~at you 1 ~ e one o f the 
,,:~w vier: in !w·e!"i c 1n PoJ~iti.1·3 1•iho h.1 ~j "'l''l intJine 1 J ""'Oc-j':, :cespec·r,ed and 
1_1onor•1:;~. p o :,j-1-, ion, ev,.-:n un ·le 11 r~re:::.t pressure. 

In t,i-·es p-:3.st, I 11 :w,-?. '·i r•i~:-·~en , '.lnsucccssfully, t o t~e \vtli ·~e Hous(~ 
~ .... 2 -',::1~ -i:Lnr; U.?Os only 't o rLlV~ the ··,1 r ,2r>r::rrecl t o thA US).F who r:l see r;, +,o 
·i~li-i;l--it in scndinc_i; ou t £'or:"! le tter·s in pl ac8 o 'f di~'e c +:. s re plies. 

:·3 ~Ca'-l":'e o f' y ou_ .... po :, :i.::. i.on in Gover·n·1ent , j_n tir;1es past. 3. S we ll as at th~ 
p'.'.'es,2nt , I ,,10ul -·l b•:1 in tecest.ed i n J. 0 :..-1rnin~ ·.,1hethe11 or' n ot you:' be lieve 
th.:..ir-, ~: pciv::it r:o o.:cc:,; -rniz;t ion , s u ch JS ours , would be or any :1ss ist3nce 
t o o u r' Gove rnrrient i.n at te ·1p t i n£1; t o reach a s:.1tisfa. cto .cy conclusion to 
~he U?U ~ystery . 7he careless eva l u3tions o f many UFO s i ghtings has 
c1us-C? -l i""i'::1ny serious jrriericans t o ( take li-:;htl y ) t he opinions expres sed 
by ~ir ? orc e spo kes~en . 

Kn0i•1inrr full well th,1t your schedul e wouL l not permit ,,i l engthy r eply, 
I '.-mul •-J , never1,v];ess ap pre cia te hea ring .f rom y ou i n this ~1atter. 

c;• ~-='. ; ·: 
- ~..J I ,; • J 

encl . 
Chan Thomas, Scientist 
Lt. Co l. James McNamara 

United States Army, Ret. 
Merle Gould, Newsman 

Editor of New Age World 
Bernice C. Raab, Public llelation.~ 

Dr. Herman Kech 
Bible College President 

Col. Richard Tudor 
United States · Air Force 

Alex Victor - Jack Strauss 
Communications Management 

August C. Roberts 
Photograph Analyst E.1.,pert 

William M. Caufield, Mgr. C. S. 
Conl1'.nental Air Lines, Inc. 

Oliver Drake, Producer, Director 
Lucky Brown, Movie Tech. Corp. 

1 



SCI- spuce e: f:leron.autics - UFO ' s 

,,_----

Dec err be1· 1. 1966 

D r . F rank E . Stran ge s 
Directo11 

National Investigations C o nrnittee 
5907 ·'{est ico Boulevard 
L os Ang e l es , Ca lifornia 9003 5 

Dear Dr . S trunges: 

SENATOR ROBERT F. KENN EDY 
OFF ICE OF ORIGIN 
0 NEW YORK CITY 
0 SYRACUSE 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter of 
Noven1ber 18 , and for your views on th e subject of 
UFO ' s . 

.A s you may know , the University of C olorado 
has be e n selected to conduct an independent study 
of unlfentifie d flying objects, and the National A cademy 
of S cien ces has a g ree d to review the University 's 
findings when the atudy is completed so1n etim e in 1968 . 
You m ay w is h to contact P rofessor Edward U. Condon 
at t h e University who is head of the study. 

I a m sure t hat their findiiias will prbve quite 
useful in s ettling the questions raised on both sides 0£ 
thi s issue. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely. 

Robert F . Kennedy 

L,JU,&,4,VI V J .t ·"M,,I ✓ ~/!!J t,,; 1, V I ,-w, ./4 ........ , ,. .... u, • .,......," ""'"' ...... '-'••'-"~• .. ~ , u-11~, .& , uuw..-~, , i.Jf.Tflerur 

Bernice C. Raab, Public l lelations Communication, Manusomont Luchy Brown, Movie Toch. Corp. 
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0. ar .is B ree n : 

T nk you for your letter concernin 
uni entified flying objects • 

.A you will see from the nclosed rele.a 
fr m th epart ent of the Air orce, an ind -
d t study of U O r eports is now being con · ucte.d 
• t th University of Colorado. 

I m sur that the findings from this •tu.dry 
11 p,:ov• q . it useful in determining the vall. .ty 

f th r port d si htinga . 

Wit be t wiehcu. 

Sine ly, 

o rt • 



SCI space and aeronautics - UFO's 

SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

Dec mb r l, 19 6 

1·1.r. Joseph I--.lodor 
2 60 P em1sylvania .Avenue 
Veir ton, Vl est Virginia 2 60 62 

Dear i'l£r . Hodor: 

Thank you for your letter concerning 
unidentified flying objects. 

A s you will see frorn the enclosed press 
release fror.n the Department of the .Air Force, an 
independ ent stud y of UFO reports is now being 
conducted at the University of Colorado. 

I a m sure that the findings from thi$ study 
will prove quite useful in determining the validity 
of the reported sightings. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Robert F. Kennedy 

0 NEW YORK CITY 
0 SYRACUSE 



ROBERT I' . KENNEDY 
NCW YO"K 

WAaHINQTON, 0 .C . 

Mr. John A. Keel 
330 East 33rd Street ' 
New York 16, New York 

Dear Mr. Keel: 

February 7, 1966 

Thank you for your thoughtful lett e r on 
so-called "unidentifie'd flying objects". 

Many reputable scientists agree that there 
must be other beings 'in the universe. Dr. Harlow Shapely, 
for one, has stated that there is a high probability that 
there is other life in . the universe . 

To believe· that there is other life in the 
universe is not, however, to believe that "UFO' s 11 are 
manned vehicles. Orte explanation of this phenomenon 
connects the lights that are seen with the gaseous tails 
of comets. A careful analysis of sightings to date has 
not given us any indication that "UFO' s '' are manned. 

I appreciat'e hearing from you on this matter, 
and hope you will wr~.te again on matters of mutual interest. 

LOREN E. GROSS 
UFO COLLECTION 

Sincerely, 


